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INTRODUCTION 

Although crime has existed since antiquity, with piracy and slavery, we can no longer assume 

that a crime committed here and now is an isolated or local incident since we can no longer 

have this simplicity in today’s complex world. To elaborate, the crime that are seen as local 

or regional have become relative. The examples of crimes vary widely; they can include drug 

distribution, homicide, human trafficking and kidnapping.  In order to have a critical 

examination of crimes in post-conflict societies, which is the “no peace, no war” or “neither 

peace, nor war” situations after the signing of peace accords, it is first essential to understand 

the nature of conflict. In post-conflict Liberia, there are numerous research topics about 

Liberia that can be classified under the umbrella of broad categories: civil wars, war crimes 

and Charles Taylor.  One of the main reasons Liberia attracted the attention of the world is 

because of the atrocities committed during the civil wars. Nevertheless, criminology, as an 

academic discipline, has not yet strongly emerged in Liberia. What is peculiar and unique in 

the case of Liberia, in which I will investigate, is the potential in returning the country to war 

through the involvement of ex-combatants in crime. This makes criminality in post-conflict 

Liberia a source of serious concern.  In this paper, I will answer the following question: What 

could be the reasons behind the significant increase of crime rate committed by ex-

combatants in post-conflict Liberia particularly in Monrovia between 2007 and 2010? The 

logic behind starting from 2007 to 2010 is that during these post-conflicts periods, the data 

became available and are considered as ‘reliable’. Crime statistics before 2007 are not clear 

and most of data that were gathered by the Liberia National Police (LNP) were collected 

manually. According to the LNP, they did have the capacity to gather the appropriate 

information related to crime because they said that “no electricity, no statistics.”1 My 

                                                           
1 Mbadlanyana, Thembani, and Freedom C Onuoha. "Peacekeeping and Post-conflict Criminality: Challenges to 
the (re) Establishment of Rule of Law in Liberia." Institute For Security Studies-ISS Paper 190. Centre Africain De 
Formation Pour La Paix Et La Sécurité, 2009. 
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hypothesis is that there is a probability that the high unemployment rate, the rapid 

urbanization of the combatants in the capital led to increase of crime in post-conflict Liberia 

between 2007 and 2010. In addition, despite the heavily support of the international 

community of the Liberian peace processes in order to return the country to normality after 

the civil war, if not better than before, and the implementation of disarmament, 

demobilisation, rehabilitation and reintegration that was supposed to deal with “the post-

conflict security problem [including crimes] that arises when ex-combatants are left without 

livelihoods or support networks”2, the crime rate increased rather than its decrease.  

To begin with, although conflict is both a universal as well as pervasive phenomenon, 

scholars did not reach universal explanations of conflict or any related violence. What invites 

circumspection with regard to universal claims on conflicts are the sheer variety of conflicts 

types, manifestations and actors. Conflict means the insecurity of everyday life. It also means 

all the struggles that manifests violently, including crimes, in any urban city. The suffering of 

the people in Liberia did not end with the peace accord after the civil war. In fact, Liberia was 

indeed has been at ‘war’ with itself through the involvement of a large number of ex-

combatants, socially misfit, in crimes in an urban city: Monrovia. 3. After the signing of 

peace accords, there is hope in rebuilding the capacities of societies in order to resolve their 

conflicts without the need of committing crime. However, there is also the development of 

culture of hopelessness. This shows that once peace accords are signed, the recovery and the 

development cannot truly begin and societies do not return to normality overnight. This issue 

is not unique to the case of Liberia.  It is a case where crimes play a crucial role in returning 

the country to another war.  

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

There are numerous scholars who shed light on crimes in post-conflict Liberia. For instance, 

in Godpower O. Okereke’s article entitled Crime and punishment in Liberia,  Okereke 

discusses different types of crime during two main phases of the history of Liberia; before the 

coup d’état in on April 12, 1980, and after, particularly during the fourteen years of the civil 

wars when the country returned to a civilian rule in 2004.  In same vein, in Thembani 

Mbadlanyana and Freedom Onuoha’s Peacekeeping and post-conflict criminality: Challenges 

to the (re-) establishment of rule of law in Liberia, they also investigates the issue of crime 

(including murder, armed robbery and sexual violence) in post-conflict Liberia. In both 

articles, the scholars give an excellent overview of the different types of crimes in post-

conflict Liberia and how to prevent them by establishing the rule of law and security. 

However, both of their explanations lack analytical links between the factors that led to the 

committed crimes. The deep historical, economic and social root causes were not clearly and 

explicitly addressed. It would be more significant if they provide comprehensive and detailed 

                                                           
2 UNDDR. "What Is DDR?" What Is DDR? United Nations for Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration 
Resource Center,  Web. 24 May 2016. 
3 Bøås, Morten, and Anne Hatløy. "‘Getting In, Getting Out’: Militia Membership and Prospects for Re-integration 
in Post-war Liberia." The Journal of Modern African Studies J. Mod. Afr. Stud. 46.01 (2008) 
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examinations of other types of crimes that increased significantly in post-conflict Liberia 

between 2007-2010, such as prostitution and trafficking. Furthermore, they do  not provide us 

with solutions in terms of how to prevent them in the first place. Another scholar who 

contributed to study of crime in post-conflict Liberia is Nika Strazisar Teran. In a working 

paper entitled Peace-Building and Organized Crime: the Case of Kosovo and Liberia, Teren 

looks closely at the evolution of the criminal patterns in three main periods, before, during 

and after the civil war. One of the weak points in this working paper is that they only blame 

Taylor and his government as the main actors for any committed crime. Besides Kosovo and 

Liberia, in Colette Rausch’s Combating Serious Crimes in Post-conflict Societies: A 

Handbook for Policymakers and Practitioners, she integrates other countries than Liberia and 

Kosovo such as Haiti, Iraq, Northern Ireland, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Cambodia in order to 

shed light on the lessons that we should learn from other post-conflict societies in terms of 

how to deal with crimes.  The significance of my paper is to make a contribution to an almost 

no existence literature. To elaborate, I will explore others factors such as unemployment, the 

intervention of the international community particularly DDRR and the resettlement of ex-

combatants in Monrovia that play a crucial role in the continuation of the increase of crime 

rate during the period between 2007 and 2010.  I will use process tracing as a methodology in 

order to be able to analyse and evaluate the trajectory of causal chains between the increase 

of crime rate and the role of DDR that was supposed to deal with all the security problems in 

post-conflict societies, including crimes, unemployment and resettlement of the ex-

combatants.  A very good understanding of the society is crucial in order to understand the 

contextual concept of crime. In addition, it opens doors for opportunities to deeply grasp the 

causes of crime and how it can be prevented in an improvised society.  

 

POST-CONFLICT LIBERIA 

The Second Liberian civil war (regardless the number of death, war means a violent 

militarized conflict) began on April 21, 1999 when the Liberians United for Reconciliation 

and Democracy, warlords militia and disaffected members of the former Taylor-led National 

Patriotic Front of Liberia, launched armed attacks from Guinea, the neighbour of Liberia to 

the north.4  Their main interest was the private accumulation of capital. The war broadened in 

2003 when a surrogate organisation of LURD, the Movement for Democracy in Liberia 

(MODEL) joined the war against the regime of Taylor. Its armed attacks were launched from 

the eastern neighbour of Liberia, Ivory Coast.5 One of the main causes of the war was that 

Taylor turned his back from addressing numerous underlying causes of the first civil war. 

This includes inequalities, social malaise, economic deprivation and the hopelessness of the 

combatants who were still rampant. This war raged from 1999 to 2003, when the Accra 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement was signed between different actors such as the Movement 

for Democracy in Liberia, the Government of Liberia and the Liberian United for 

                                                           
4 Kieh, George Klay. "THE ROOTS OF THE SECOND LIBERIAN CIVIL WAR." International 

Journal on World Peace 26.1 (2009): 7-30. JSTOR. Web. 26 May 2016. 
5 Ibid.  
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Reconciliation and Democracy.6  According to Raymond Copson, this post-conflict period 

works as “an inducement in persuading people to engage in [crime] and violence.”7 To 

elaborate, there is a breakdown of order as well as law. As a result, this leads to the 

proliferation of various forms of criminal activity that do not only affect one person but rather 

society at large.  

THE CRISIS OF YOUTH IN LIBERIA AND CRIMES 

A significant number of young people require strategic and targeted attention since they are 

responsible for crimes. There is a more concern with generational conflict in terms of the 

anxieties about urban crime and violent conflict. It is undeniable that the children under the 

age of eighteen in Liberia made up between ten and forty per-cent of the fighting forces and 

commit as well as experience instilling terror in others, looting and killing.8 One of the most 

pressing threats to property, life and personal integrity in most of the urban cities, such as 

Monrovia, is ordinary crime. As a typical high incident in urban cities, it does not only 

challenge the foundation of social order but also it carries with it economic waste, human 

suffering and deterioration in the quality of life. Hence, there is no surprise when urban 

opinion polls more frequently rate insecurity, ahead of other issues such as inflation and 

poverty, in the neighbourhoods as well as streets. More specifically, Liberian ex-combatants 

are perceived as not only uprooted urban youths but also the perpetrators of crime in 

Monrovia.9 These ex-combatants grew up in dysfunctional families in a society that was 

entrenched in a culture of violence. These youths were recruited at a very young age in order 

to join both the United Liberation Movement of Liberia for Democracy (ULIMO) as well as 

the National Patriotic Front of Liber (NPFL).  From a very early age, they learned how to use 

guns through the interaction with rebel leaders and other child soldiers.10 They were involved 

in brutal killing and torture.11  Some security concerns, such as poverty, were the causes that 

led the Liberian youths to fight and to join armed groups. Hence, their decisions of whether to 

join an armed group were based on security predicament, in which they believe that they 

themselves and their families were facing. More specifically, they have a history of idleness 

and underemployment and unemployment. Therefore, this made them prone to criminal 

behaviour as well as gross indiscipline. 

 

 

DDRR, UNEMPLOYMENT AND RAPID URBANIZATION 

                                                           
6 Westendorf, Jasmine-Kim. Why Peace Processes Fail: Negotiating Insecurity after Civil War. 

Lonodon: Lynne Rienner, p.67. 2015. 
7 Kieh, George Klay. "THE ROOTS OF THE SECOND LIBERIAN CIVIL WAR." International 
Journal on World Peace 26.1 (2009): 7-30. JSTOR. Web. 26 May 2016. 
8 Ibid.  
9 Mbadlanyana, Thembani, and Freedom C Onuoha. "Peacekeeping and Post-conflict Criminality: 

Challenges to the (re) Establishment of Rule of Law in Liberia." Institute For Security Studies-ISS 
Paper 190. Centre Africain De Formation Pour La Paix Et La Sécurité, 2009. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid.  
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The Caracas Declaration urges efforts in order to “intensify technical and scientific 

co-operation directed towards crime prevention and criminal justice in the context of 

political, economic, social and cultural development.”12 When the peace accords were signed 

in 2003, an important program supported by the international community was implemented in 

the same year. This program is Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and 

Reintegration Program (DDRR). Its main role was to contribute to both the stability as well 

as security in post-conflict Liberia. More specifically, it was supposed to play a role in the 

economic and social integration of the ex-combatants into society (its ultimate objective), the 

removal of the weapons from their hands and to sustain their livelihoods.13 However, this 

program was ineffective and incomplete and did not adequately address the problems that 

were faced by the ex-combatants. For instance, part of its role was to reintegrate the ex-

combatants to gain sustainable income and employment. Nevertheless, they allow about 45 

percent of the ex-combatants chose to be re-settled in Monrovia. 14 The ex-combatants chose 

an urban city rather than a rural one because they believed that the chance of making a living 

will be much higher in urban city than in rural areas. Nevertheless, this led to rapid 

urbanization and a negative effect. DDRR failed to deeply understand the socio-economic 

nature of the capital. Another significant problem was that the UN agencies estimated that 

15,000 children were invoked in the civil war.15 However, only half of the ex-combatants 

went through the DDRR program.16  There is a great likelihood that the re-integration of the 

ex-combatants into civil life may lead to the increase of armed criminality in Monrovia.17   

Furthermore, there was an on-going lack of employment opportunities and high 

unemployment rate.18 According to the 2009 International Labour Organization study, more 

than 85% of the ex-combatants did earn a sufficient “income to lift themselves and their 

families above the US$1 a day poverty line.”19 In addition, the re-integration program was 

inadequate in the sense of reintegrating ex-combatants into agricultural sectors. It was 

estimated that “88 percent of those demobilized opting to receive vocational training or 

further education and only 4 percent opting become fishermen or farmers.” 20  Thus, this 

means that the other 84 percent were left with few legitimate as well as viable income 

sources, given the post-war economic situation. One can argue that in the context of a weak 

post-war economy, the training provided to demobilize combatants was of little use to them. 

                                                           
12Ibid. 
13 McMullin, Jaremey R. Ex-combatants and the Post-conflict State: Challenges of Reintegration. 

England: Palgrave Macmillian, 2013. 
14 Westendorf, Jasmine-Kim. Why Peace Processes Fail: Negotiating Insecurity after Civil War. 

Lonodon: Lynne Rienner, p.60. 2015. 
15 "How to Fight, How to Kill: Child Soldiers in Liberia." Refworld. UNHCR, May 2016. 
16 Ibid.  
17 Alusala, Nelson. Reintegrating Ex-combatants in the Great Lakes Region: Lessons Learned. 

Pretoria: Institute for Security Studies, 2011.  
18 The World Bank "Liberia Unemployment Rate - Data, Chart | TheGlobalEconomy.com." 

TheGlobalEconomy.com 
19 Heintz, James. A Rapid Impact Assessment of the Global Economic Crisis on Liberia. Geneva: ILO, 
2009. 2009. 
20 Westendorf, Jasmine-Kim. Why Peace Processes Fail: Negotiating Insecurity after Civil War. 

Lonodon: Lynne Rienner, p.60. 2015. 
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Although they were disarmed, they were not accepted in neither any employment opportunity 

nor the entry into the Liberian army since they were not absorbed as being ex-combatants.  

Although, they hope to go back to their home communities, the way in which the members of 

their communities will look at them and the stigma that was attached to their participation in 

the conflict prevented them, or at least made them feel, that it is not easy to return to their 

homes. Thus, the result was that these ex-combatants remain unsupported and discontent with 

their situations. Many of them have drifted into criminality, others have been pressured to 

join armed groups and the rest remains vulnerable to manipulation of their former rebel 

leaders.  One can argue that the economic dimension of the crime was clear due to the lack of 

employment since it opened doors for the ex-combatants to become implicated in rising 

crime rates in Monrovia.21  Criminality has a direct link to the failure to help ex-combatants 

to find a source of income-generating opportunities Also, the DDRR program and the 

reintegration of the majority of ex-combatants in Monrovia did not only led to rapid 

urbanization but also the increase of the rate of criminality. The DDRR started in 2003 and its 

effect started to have an impact in Monrovia during it last year in 2009 and onwards. Also, 

one can claim that criminality cannot be seen as a process that is distinct from the economic 

and political processes of post-conflict societies particularly in Monrovia.  

 

PROSTITUTION, ARMED ROBBERY AND MOB VIOLENCE  

 

Between 2007 and 2010, the three main crimes of ex-combatants that characterised Monrovia 

are prostitution, armed robbery and mob violence.22  For example, according to the Women’s 

International League for Peace and Freedom (2007), the high rate of unemployment created 

an environment in which there was a flourish of transactional sex. Although prostitution is 

illegal and is considered as a crime in Liberia, it was widespread. There was a transactional 

sex between young girls as well as financially stable men in order to make some money for 

food and other necessities. One can argue that this can create a dilemma between the 

breakdown in values and prostitution for survival. They were selling themselves in exchange 

for food, service and goods. Indeed, this was their means of survival.   

Furthermore, one of the forms of crimes that became a widespread concern is armed robbery.  

The top words that were used in numerous media reports and in viral headlines was the 

emergence of combatants roving Monrovia with guns, knives, cutlasses and attack houses at 

night.23  The number of armed robberies that were reported to the LNP was 819 in 2009 and 

428 in 2010.24  The actors that are accuses are the ex-combatants, in which the majority of 

whom had settled in the capital. In order to enter houses at night armed with guns, machetes 
                                                           
21 Mbadlanyana, Thembani, and Freedom C Onuoha. "Peacekeeping and Post-conflict Criminality: 

Challenges to the (re) Establishment of Rule of Law in Liberia." Institute For Security Studies-ISS 

Paper 190. Centre Africain De Formation Pour La Paix Et La Sécurité, 2009. 
22 Ibid.  
23 Berdal, Marts R., and Astri Suhrke. The Peace in Between: Post-War Violence and Peacebuilding. 
Londond: Routledge, p.260.2010.  
24 Small Arms Survey ."Reading between the Lines Crime and Victimization in Liberia." Small Arms 

Survey 2 (2011): n. pag. Sept. 2011. 
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or cutlasses, they targeted poor neighborhoods that have no private security guards.25 These 

crimes can be seen as opportunistic acts. To elaborate, they were rooted in the widespread of 

not only poverty but also unemployment. When one is unemployed with no cash in their 

pockets, one becomes desperate. Due to the absence of police on the streets and the 

availability of weapons, robbery became common. The issue was that the police were 

themselves unable to respond calls. In addition, in some cases they collaborated with the 

robbers because they were underequipped, underpaid and, under some circumstances, 

unarmed. For instance, in 2008, six members of the Liberian Police Force were caught taking 

part in an armed robbery26.  As a result, the Justice of Ministry called for the urgent 

reformation of vigilante groups. He, controversially, stated that the “police [is unable] to 

decisively deal with this upsurge in criminal activities.”27 Also, the inability of the police to 

prevent and to successfully investigate murders is most likely stem from two pressing issues. 

Firstly, it is resource-poor and has extremely limited forensic, communication and logistic 

capacities.28 As in most of the aspects of the Liberian society, corruption, including bribes 

and abuse of citizens, also runs rampant via the police as well.  One can argue that the police, 

to some extent, can be able to investigate, however, the question is about whether they really 

would or not. 

Mob Violence is another crime. It is “a violent and spontaneous reaction by an angry mob or 

group of citizens who execute or punish a person or group of persons alleged to have 

committed a crime.”29 This crime is a consequence of not only the inability of the criminal 

justice and the rule of law to bring law violators to justice and punish the guilty in accordance 

with the laws but also put the lives and propertied of the people at risk and creates a lack of 

public confidence.  Furthermore, it opened doors for people to take the law into their own 

hands and kill anyone who have committed any crime. This can go too far to the extent that 

an angry mob can attack police officers that want to intervene at a crime scene in order to 

arrest criminals. What is even worse is that mobs can destroy police stations to prevent 

suspects from being detained for investigations. For instance, between 2007 and 2008, there 

were 56 attacks against police officers in which 23 took place in Monrovia, the capital, and 

nine attacks on police stations.30  Another type of murder that is not a new phenomenon but a 

growing incidence is the ritualistic killings. In other words, it is the removal the liver, hearts, 

genital tongues, eyes, and kidneys. They sell them in return form money.  This is a particular 

worrisome crime in post-crime Liberia. Some combatants strongly believed that this crime 

will bring them good luck, power, success and improve their invincibility and ensure their 

                                                           
25 Berdal, Marts R., and Astri Suhrke. The Peace in Between: Post-War Violence and Peacebuilding. 

Londond: Routledge, p.260.2010. 
26 Mbadlanyana, Thembani, and Freedom Onuoha. "Peacekeeping and Post-conflict Criminality 

Challenges to the (re-) Establishment of Rule of Law in Liberia." Institute for Security Studies and 

Sciences-Po -. N.p., July 2009. Web. 16 May 2016. 
27 Ibid.  
28 Newman, Graeme R. Crime and Punishment Around the World. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 

p.118. 2010. 
29 Mbadlanyana, Thembani, and Freedom Onuoha. "Peacekeeping and Post-conflict Criminality 
Challenges to the (re-) Establishment of Rule of Law in Liberia." Institute for Security Studies and 

Sciences-Po -. N.p., July 2009. Web. 16 May 2016. 
30 Ibid. 
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victory.  This crime was common to the extent that the head of the Liberian transitional 

government, Gyude Bryant, issued a warning to both senatorial as well as presidential 

aspirants that those who will commit this crime will be prosecuted. 31  

CONCLUSION AND THREATS TO VALIDITY 

 

In post conflict Liberia between 2007 and 2010, there are three main reasons that led to a 

significant increase of crime rate committed by ex-combatants in Monrovia. Firstly, crime is 

most likely to be exacerbated by extremely high unemployment rate.32  Secondly, the lack, if 

not the ignorance, of the social, political and economic situation of Monrovia by the 

international community particularly when it implemented the DDRR played an indirect in 

the increase of crime rate. To elaborate, they re-settled more than 45 percent of the ex-

combatants in the capital. Therefore, the lack of employment opportunity amalgamated with 

rapid urbanization opened doors for ex-combatants to commit crimes in order to survive. 

These crimes include prostitution, armed robberies, mob violence and ritualistic killings. 

Although they are all different types of crimes, they all share one common feature: means of 

survival that gets more money through the easiest way. However, this research has some 

limitations.  The time period, the urban area in Liberia (Monrovia) the main actors (ex-

combatants), the unique circumstances (post-conflict society, the implementation of the 

DDRR, the resettlement of the majority of the ex-combatants in Monrovia, the economic and 

socio-political situation) reduce the generalizability of the results. In addition, there are other 

threats to internal validity. For instance, there is a maturation threat. The ex-combatants are 

still subject to change as they grow up and not all of them committed crimes. On the contrary, 

religion, the return to the self, reflection on the past, community-based activities can make 

them change.  These can be other “ natural” alternative explanations and any changes in the 

independent variable can lead to variations to the dependent variable. Another threat to 

validity is the history threat. Any political event, the implementation of news law or the 

security sector program, the role of regional actors can have an impact on the combatants.  

Therefore, the resettlement and rapid urbanization, unemployment and the role of the DDRR 

are not necessarily the main factors that led to the increase of crime committed by the ex-

combatants.  
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